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ruffian in the miry lane in Estremadura. Belal-
cazar must have had some personal grudge against
the unfortunate Eobledo. He broke out into
violent abuse and declared he would kill him by
strangling. Eobledo entreated that at least he
might be beheaded, as became his rank, but this
was refused. He was hanged on October 5,
with five of his officers. The bodies were buried
in a hut which was set on fire, and Belalcazar
returned to Cali. It was believed that the Indians
of Pozo dug up the bodies and ate them.

Even then the Nemesis was approaching. The
Juez de Residencies, Briceilo, was on his way to
Popayan. It is surprising what implicit obedience
was paid to these functionaries even by the
most turbulent and masterful pro-consuls. Briceno
condemned the powerful Governor of Popayan
to death for the murder of Robledo. Soon after-
wards the judge married Dona Maria de Carbajal,
Robledo's widow, and was therefore accused of
partiality. Yet the sentence was as just as it was
bold. Belalcazar appealed to the higher court
in Spain, and sorrowfully set out on his long
journey. He arrived at Cartagena, where he was
hospitably treated by Heredia, and there he died
in 1550.